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CADET DUELS AT ANNAPOLIS.

3 OFINION OF A YOUTH

CFIGHTING BOB® EV.
WHA TIUPPED FOUR MEN 1N ONE NIGHT

From The Chicago Times-Herald,

Readers of “Tom Lrown's School Davs” and
“Tom bLrown at Oxford” Hke the books for the
manliness of them. The manliness consists of
portrayal of & YOUngster W ho was thoroughly
a boy—ready to give with a generous heart, 1o
help with a willing hand and to resent with a
blow, Tom Brown had fighting blood in him,
It came down te him ‘n a ved stream from the
white-skinned Saxons who, drunk with the lquor
of battle, reeled around the dragon gtandard
at Senlac, It is a good thing for America thet
the same blood flows In the velus of lts sons
Writers may write and preachers may preach,
but the world--our world at least—wiil take to
§ts arms the boy who I8 as auxjous o fight as to
plax. It predicts great things of him and
willing to help him along. oOut of theae batties
come bluckened evee and bloody noses, bt ot
any haim.  Self-eomfldence g horn of them and
the abllity to make the hanid guard the head.
There uscd to be an olé fellow in Gollad County,
Tex.. who expressed his utter condemnation of &
nelghbor in this way: “Smite him on one chaek
and bl turn the other. Smite him on the other
and he'll have vou arrested.” Then he spat in
disguet,

It is mot known that the autharities of the
Naval Acndemy at Annapsils enconrage fight-
ing. There ix nothing in the published ruiss
urging the cadets to follow the advice of dead
Sam Rapdall and “get together™ as often as
possible. But it is certain that they do not dis-
courage i, There are tales among the embryo
admirale, handed down ‘rom class 1o class, of
how the preceptors have stood afar and watched
the battles through spy-pliss s, grunting at
each wall-delivered hlow, anil betting gleefully
among themselveog on the results, The conse-
quence of this laxity is that the younger cadets
—those In their first yoar—come in a lttle while
to bellevs that the nowers very friendly to
a fighter and would affer active encouragemsant
to combats if It wery necresay--which it tsn't
Thia state of affairs may pot conduce to study,
but it does conduce ta the dove pment of mus-
cle and the fattening of thy fickting instinet
Not lonz ago a cadet took lar leave of the
Academy and wandered into Raltimere, where
he spliced a multiplicity of mailu braccs. As o
result he first whipped s cab duver, then whijpe-
ped a friend of the cab driver, awld then whipped
two policemen who had waked up in time to sen
the end of the fray. He got back to the grounds
badly battered, hut sianding up well under his
canvas. The affair made some nolse and per-
sons went tn Washington to abtain the cadet’s
dismissal Thers they met “Flghting Bob”
Bvans and mistakenly detalled the cireum-
stances. requesting hig fufluenee, “What!" hel.

lowed that veteran “Disgpies a boy like that!

Licked four men in one night? Damme, sirs
AYe YOu CTAEY What in the hiue — dn you
think a nava' officer i= for? When he graduates

give Lim to me. Put him on my ship. 1 want a
hundied ke him.™
the

patter of thumping his fellow there
in rules governing the cadet.  They
leges non scriptas, bul ironclad neverthe-
The epithet “Har" must be resented with
an instant blow. Al insults must be accountad

| Whirn this estimaie s basad ore o

for on the spot  The unly =pots exempt are the |

chapel and the clagsroam. The combatants are |

{mmediately separated by any one standing
near. A first-year man s permiited to separats
genlors. After that the eode has play. The eom-
batants name two scoonds each, These [ay the
matter hefore a member of the senlor class. He
fixes the place and date of the encounter. The
place is always an open space behind the gym-

naglum. It §= not turf, bt i= ground worn bara |

and hardened by many feol. It has heen red-
dened tirne and agaln by the best biood in
America. The tigne is alwaye the afternoon of
some Saturday. No mectings are allowed on
week davs. The rules are Marquis of Queens-
berry—thires-minuts rounds and a minute rest
between, The exception {= that no gloves are
used. Wrestling s not permitted of course. Oec-
casionally, however, when one of the combat-
ants has had two rears’ training in the sparring
pchool ard the other s a neweomer the old style
of “rough and tumble” fracas fs allowed
Always a senfor class man s master of cera-
monies, appellate court and suprome ecourt in
these fistie litigatlons. The seconds are there to
handle their men, but all points of dispute are
submitted to the senior His decision I8 never
questioned. A fight is fought out untll one of
the men 15 deemed incomnetent by his seconds,
who throw up the sponge. Then he is horne to

the hospital. The sponge never zoes up until |

he is made fit for & ¢ot. Woe to the warrlor
who cries enough or quits when he is able to can-
tinue. Nothing s left him save to depart to
elvil life. Hi= classmates and the men {n his
dormitory will not speak to him. He I8 “coven-
iried.” There is no instance where these hare-
knuckle duels have had a fatal termination, The
participants are endiuwed with the hlessing af
wvouth, and are alwayvs in condition.

#o0 numerous are cadet eombates that during
the first six months of a vear, unii! all of the
newcomers have whipped somebody or heen
whipped, there {s often not time of a Saturday
afternoon to finish with 1he fights dated for that
day. Three or four couples will ! carripd over
a week, or surreptitionsly “pitted” and thrown
together on Sunday. Freanently there will be a

dozen dlsputes set for settlement wt the same |

time. It somet!mes happens that a cadet goes
through his four years at Annapolis without an
appearance on the ficld of honor, hut the eccur-
rence is as rave as a black swan, The courage
of such men 18 looked on with gravest suspicion
by their comrades. Indeed, a iight 18 regarded
& necessary complement to an education and es-
cape would scem impossible ‘o any man W hna
conld e made to resent an in=uli,

ANl of this does no harm. Enmites ond with
the duel. It is required that this should e sa,
*Phe opposing voungaters become faster {riends
than ever. Is it Sir Lucius O'Trigger who says:
“It Is astonlshing how well you like a man
when you have fought with him™ War Is a
professinn with these wardy of the Government.
With them courage 18 a necessglty. FEach battle
strengthens 1. The cheeks of fond mothers at
home would blanch if they knew that thelr dar-
linzs were pummelled, but their respected and
reapectable fathers would dance upon one leg
und howl with delight. It is in us and \t can-

not bs talked out nor bred out, As “Fighting |

Bob" inquires: "What in the blue sheol are naval

officers for?”
—————rmae

SHE MIGHT.

Prom The Chicago Post.
“Cpuld you learn to love me™" he asked.
“f don't know.,' she answered, thoughtfu'ly,
*The cause of education s making great etrides
th days, and It is possilis to Jearn ‘most §
olrtahinw i
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The stock market acted In a most dlsappoints

— Ing manner to-day, and reflected the pernicloug

manipulation of a number of unscrupulous
hears, alded by a number of operators, who
made little effort tn conceal thelr deslre to ar-
quire & line of long stocks at lower figures I
the current rank manipulatlon in stocks s Al
lowed to go much further it is safe ro sav that
the publie will wait many months and think
twice befors trusting Its funds to the vagaries
of stock-market operations, Some o the much
talked about bull leaders appear 10 have sure
rendersd to the advocates of lower prices, and
Important financlal interests seem willlng to se=
bustness conditions march ahead of st & mar-
ket values, The stock marke: (s gettine bee
hind. and business is forging ahead Sroow
values will have to take a move forward hefole
talk of business Improvement “having been dis-
counted” will be warranted. The Northern Pae
citic Rallroad Company 8 earning w fuil Jdiv

a dividend will be declared. This <tatcn
Is based npon the opinion of the men who vl
have the power to say whether or not a divl-
dend shall he declared.  Northern Pacifie o
the fourth week In September Increased in o
earnings more than £224000, and for the m nth
£6834,555. or ahout R1110,0000 better than the reord
of the New-York (sntral, which guve the
enormons gain for the month of more than
515,000 Yot Northern Pacific |ssues declined
to-day. This Is a sample of the action of the
whole market, and mercly shows that manipula-
tion alone is keeping prices down and drvng
the public out of the Bireet

The bank statement to-day was not unfayvore

serve. It im known that the actual condition of
the banks Is better than shown by the staie-
ment. and it a8 Hkely that next weck's gold
importa will be on 20 enormous a seals that
thev will much mare than offs @ 1he a8 SN

new bear card, nam=ly. *he drouth in the West,
the greatest aoljeitude = confined to the Lears
molie ST W Inmerke| ¥ .
was gquoted to-day Hy The New-York News
Bureau' as follows regarding the drouth scare!

“In reallty the drouth {s having a beneficial ef-
fect in that the uncertainty is keeping up the
price of wheat and glving the farmer good valus
for the grain he has on hand. It is a well-known
fact that the winter wheat cron is often par-
tially or almost entirely destroyed after being
planted, and has to he replanted In the spring.
There will accordingly be plenty of time to put
In a paying crop, even if the weather and soil
conditions compel postponement of work untll
the spring. [If the present uncertalnty affected
the spring wheat erop there would be real caus#
for alarm, but under existine conditions it I8
simply a matter of congratulation to the coun-
try at large that the foreigners are compelied to

Investors of the conservative class are not
gelling their holdings. They have every con-
fidence In the future of values and they know
that the Intrinsle worth of their holdings I#
growing stronger every day. That n» real un-
easiness is felt by conservative Invesiors over
the Cuban situation or possible trouble between
the United States and Spain s proved by the
strength of Government bonds, which are now
selling at about the hest prices on record. De-
gpite the general retback In other securities,
Government bonds advanced throughout the
week, their cloaing to-day making the following
interesting enmuarison with final fAgures of &
week agn:

Oct. 2, et
R Arked Bid Asked
B, 4n ISDD, continued ar 2. B8 8 -
Y 5 1Y 112

"
4n 10T,
",

. B
1. K
1", B &
1. 8 d»
. B 4s,
1. 8 Ba,
™. N
1

Cher, dn, IRDD. ..o e ey -

Rear traders hammered the market on
publication of the bank atatement, and
absence of ou:imr! prices declined a

2 per cent belng
Chicago Gas, Cons
ton, Manhattan and Western Udlon w
clally weak. Forelgn overations incl
purchases than sales. Throughout the
forelgn trading has shown a dally excess
chases, and the operations for thi
indicated confidence the
higher market at no distant time.
the commercial agencies Eﬂ_ﬁm e
business Improvement of p




